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what the people of Tavastehus had ever heard, It
was of special significance that the visitors from the
capital included many of the most valuable new
musical works in their programmes; in this way
Sibelius became acquainted with Grieg's sonatas,
the healthy Northern realism of which opened his
eyes to new musical forms of expression. The
growing reputation of Tavastehus as a musical
town attracted more and more foreign celebrities.
As a youth of eighteen Sibelius heard the 'cellist
Carl Davidoff and the pianist Wasilij Safonoff,
and during his last term at school such world-wide
celebrities as August Wilhelmij and Sophie Menter
visited Tavastehus.

Young Sibelius' own compositions reflect the
development he passed through during these years,
A cycle of tunes for violin and piano, rather
misleadingly entitled a sonata, displays, in addition
to greater technical skill, lyrical inspiration, born
of the sunshine-cult of the Northern summer,
realism in musical diction, indicating the influence
of Grieg to some extent, but at the same time an
originality, gushing forth from new sources in the
soul of the young composer. The " sonata"
probably dates from 1883; in the following year
an andantino for violoncello and piano appeared, a
precursor of late? works as regards construction of
melody and harmony. The great miracle had
occurred: within a couple of years the youth had
developed from a devoted imitator of the classics
into a composer4, capable of expressing himself in a
musical language that he could call his own.